
MORDA CE PRIMARY SCHOOL:  Knowledge Organiser: Year 1/2 Autumn term 2020 Me and my Marvellous world and An African Adventure (Kenya) 
 

To talk about their local environment. Using maps to locate key features and buildings in Morda. 

A comparison of their own local area and Kenya: What are the differences and similarities? Using the book Handa’s surprise as a starting point, looking at the journey Handa takes and the 

environment and then comparing it to our own. 

 

Key Skills Geography Areas of study: Y1 and 2 
 

Key enquiry questions  

 
Geographical Enquiry 

Year R – The world:30-40m Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar 

world such as the place they live or the natural world. 

Year 1 

Identify and describe features in the local environment, e.g. house, farm, church.  

Use photos and pictures to locate places in the local environment.  

Talk about the local environment. 

 

Year 2 

Name and describe physical and human features in the local environment.  

Use photos and simple street plans to find places in the local environment.  

Talk about features of the local environment that are liked and disliked 

Why do we feel compassion for Handa? 

Handa goes on a journey to take a basket of fruit to her friend as a surprise – but along the way, 

different animals keep taking the fruit without her knowing.  

Do we feel compassion because Handa is being thoughtful and kind to her friend and embarking 

on a long journey to her friend? Will she disappointed when she arrives at her friend’s house?  

How do we feel compassion towards her, as she doesn’t know the animals are taking the fruit 

without her knowing? 

Where would Handa go to school? Is it the same as Morda primary school? 

Would she have the same opportunities as us? What are the similarities and differences? 

Why do we feel compassion for Handa’s friend? 

Is Handa’s friend grateful for the fruit her friend has given her? What are the buildings like in 

her village? How are they different to our own? What is the environment like in Handa and her 

friend’s village compared to Morda? 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 

Year 1 

Talk about and describe features of the local environment from photos and leaflets etc.  

Label photos and pictures of the local environment, e.g. the church, river etc.  

Use simple aerial photos to identify landmarks and basic human and physical features.  

Use ‘left’, right’, ‘forwards’ and ‘back’ to describe the location of features and routes on a 

map.  

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries. 

 

Year2 

Carry out a small local survey, e.g. traffic, litter, land use.  

Identify geographical features on a large scale map.  

Create a simple map of a familiar location using symbols and a simple key to represent 

landmarks.  

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East, and West) to describe the location of 

features on a map.  

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify world countries, continents and oceans.  

Is it fair that the animals are taking the fruit without Handa knowing? 

How would we feel if this happened to us? 

Should the animals have asked to take the fruit? 

Which animals live in Kenya? What are their habitats like? 

What is happening to the animals in Kenya and how are humans having an effect on the animals 

lives? Is this fair? 

How are the animals being protected in Kenya?  

 

 

 

 

Location & Place Knowledge 

Year 1 

Talk about and describe people and places in the local area.  

Talk about similarities and differences between places, e.g. the school playground and the 

town park.  

Talk about different ways to travel, e.g. on foot, by car, train, bus etc.  

What do we admire about Handa? 

She is kind and thoughtful in taking her friend a surprise – what is the journey she takes to see 

her friend. Is it safe for her to travel that journey? 

 

 



Name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and the 

surrounding seas. 

 

Year 2  

Talk about and describe key features of the local area.  

Describe and compare features of known localities.  

Talk about and describe a contrasting locality in the UK. Name and locate the world’s seven 

continents and five oceans. 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through study the human and physical 

geography by studying a small area of the UK and a non-European location 

What do we admire about Kenya? 

Landscapes, art work, animals, music and dancing, climate, clothing and food 

What differences are the differences between Morda and Kenya? 

What are the similarities between Kenya and Morda? 

Can you locate Morda on the map? What buildings can we find in Morda? 

Can you locate Kenya on the map? 

How would we travel to Kenya from Morda? 

What does the national flag of Kenya look like?  

                                             
 

Human and Physical 

Year 1 

Use simple geographical words to describe physical features e.g. beach, cliff, coast, forest, 

hill, mountain, sea, river, soil, valley, season, vegetation, season, weather.  

Year 2  

Talk about the seasons and the changes that take place in spring, summer, autumn, winter in 

the UK.  

Talk about and describe features of landmarks within the locality. 

 Identify and describe patterns and changes within the local environment 

 

Sustainability 

Year1  

Talk about the things I like and don’t like about the local environment. 

Talk about what people do in the local environment. 

 

Year 2 

Express thoughts and views about a locality. 

Talk about how people can affect the environment they live in. 

 

Mantle of the Expert: To be confirmed! 

Using the story ‘Handa’s surprise’ and her journey to take her friend Akeyo a basket of fruit. Why was her fruit taken? Who or what 

could have taken the fruit? I team of experts investigate the missing basket of fruit. 

 

Key Vocabulary:  city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, shop, forest, hill, mountain, sea, river, soil, valley, season, vegetation, season, weather, 

address, location, map, globe, direction. Use simple compass directions (North, South, East, and West) 

 

Reading list: Handa’s surprise, Giraffes can’t dance, How to hide a lion,  

 
 

 



 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCAL CONTEXT – MORDA 

Me and my wonderful world – weeks 1 and 2 

Morda is located on the outskirts of Oswestry and in the county of Shropshire. The village is named after the River Morda, a branch off the River Vyrnwy. It has a shop, primary 

school and Hope House children’s hospice. Environmental features are mainly farmland and rural. We need an address to locate where we live. Houses in Morda differ and can be found  

on a map. Routes to a particular place can be plotted on a map and can be measured in metres, kilometres and miles.  

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL NATIONAL CONTEXT – AFRICA - KENYA 

An African Adventure – weeks 3 to 7 

Africa is the second largest continent and it is made up of 54 countries. The official name is the Republic of Kenya and is on the continent of Africa.  The capital and largest 

city is Nairobi.  School is free in Kenya, but many children are too busy to go to classes. They help their families by working the land, tending cattle, cooking, or fetching water. Music 

and storytelling are important parts of Kenyan culture. For centuries, tribes throughout the country have used songs, stories and poems to pass on their beliefs, history, and customs.  

Millions of people visit Kenya each year to see its endless savannah and the animals that inhabit it: elephants, lions, cheetahs, giraffes, zebras, hippos, rhinos and more. The Kenyan 

government has set up more than 50 reserves and parks to protect these animals. How does this tourism affect the animals? 

People hoping to spot some amazing African wildlife usually focus on Kenya’s lowland savannah. But Kenya’s ecosystems also include deserts, swamps, mountain and forests.  

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Morda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Vyrnwy
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/did-you-know/10-lion-facts

